Wilma Burgess
September 2, 1930 - April 6, 2020

Wilma L Robison Burgess was taken home to Heaven on April 6th, after battling lung
cancer. Wilma was born in Colony, Oklahoma on Sept 2, 1930. She attended 1st - 5th
grades in a two-room school located on the corner of their farm. She graduated from
Colony High School and went on to get her Bachelors and Masters from Southwestern
State College in Weatherford, Oklahoma.
FAMILY was the MOST important thing to her. Upon losing her first husband, we traveled
to Oklahoma every summer to gather at the home place with family who also traveled in.
Sleeping many to a bed and head to toe on mats on the floor. We worked hard and played
hard together.
In her words, "She had two good men in her life." She married Wade H Robison on
January 5, 1952 (after dating just 2 months). She lost him suddenly on July 27, 1959. She
married Stan H Burgess on August 22, 1970.
In 1955, Wilma moved with Wade to Block 16 in the Columbia Basin area to start farming.
She never planned to marry a farmer, but it turned out to be an adventure that she would
never change. She started teaching at Eastgate so dad could focus on the farming side.
Once they settled in, things started to become normal, or as normal as pioneer life would
be. Their house was one of the few with running water. "Everyone came to my house to
shower. It didn't matter if I was at school or home, someone was always there taking a
bath." When she lost Wade suddenly to a heart attack everything changed, but we STILL
have the home place and that barracks. "Would I do it again? Yes, I would. You learn to
make it. The best part was the people. It was worth every heartache."
Before coming to the Kennewick School District in 1955, she taught 4 years in Sayre,
Oklahoma. The rest of her career was in Kennewick teaching at Eastgate for 15 years and
Park Middle School for 5 years, 2 years as a teacher/"group leader" before spending 15
years as an Assistant Principal there. She loved working closely with the kids and
teachers. She loved how creative and talented kids could be. It was important to her for
the kids to feel that she was their principal, as a teacher you felt she was your principal,
and as a parent you felt she was your principal… representing each of them. She believed
in being a good listener, consistent and fair. She NEVER wanted to punish a kid unjustly,
for something they didn't do, no matter what. She would have rather they got away with it,

then punish them unjustly. She wanted to live with her conscience… to know she did the
right thing. She retired from Park Middle School in 1992.
About 1965, meeting Stan H Burgess, the Burbank community became and remained
close to her heart. Together they began a rental business, with the initial idea of providing
affordable small homes to grandparents so they could afford to stay in the community to
be close to their grandkids. That blossomed into just providing affordable housing so
renters could put money away to be able to purchase a home of their own. The most
recent Burbank Event was an Oklahoma Hoedown hosted to friends and family for her
89th birthday at the Burbank Grange complete with Fiddlers, Southern Cooking, Banana
Pudding, Open Bar, Country Music and lots of dancing. Donations were accepted for the
Burbank Grange.
She loved playing all sports, her favorite being (short stop) softball. She REALLY enjoyed
playing pool. Playing with friends, partners, some parents and sometimes just a patron.
Back in the day, they had 64 teams. She enjoyed the FUN competition with many trophies
to show for it.
She liked to help people (locally), whatever way she could. She CARED about people,
regardless of who they were. She always said, "I am who I am" and considered herself an
old country girl.
Mom felt so blessed to be surrounded by so much love during her illness through your
cards, letters, flowers, notes, voicemails, calls, video wishes and texts. Know she
saw/heard each of them with deep appreciation.
Wilma is survived by her son Wade L Robison, daughter Marjzon Lopez-Wade, beloved
grandchildren Alyssa, Derrik, Ashley and two great-grandchildren Josiah and Isabelle.
Wilma is also survived by her sister Gwendola (Fred) Taylor, brother Don Scales, relatives
galore and countless friends. She was preceded in death by her parents Charlie and Edith
Scales; her husband Wade H Robison; brothers Darwin Scales, Duriel (Duke) Scales,
Leon Scales; sisters Dorothy Banister, Charlotte Nutry, Margaret Garrett; husband Stan H
Burgess.
Wilma will be laid to rest at Bethany Cemetery in Colony, Oklahoma. Memorial services
will be scheduled at a later date when we can gather to celebrate her life.

Cemetery
Bethany Cemetery

Comments

“

Wilma was my mentor, friend, "Sister". I patterned a lot of my teaching style after her.
I only wish I had her stamina and energy.
Before computers we separated the incoming 6th graders from several feeder
schools and organized them into the 9-10 classes. We hand wrote the class lists.
Later when needed we got the entire school schedule to fit together.
We worked track meets, socials, chili feeds, orientations, memorials, candy sales,
etc. Sadie coined her presentations to hype the kids to sell candy, as an "Louis B
Mayer" production. She knew how to get the sales going.
We had many lunches during the summer and for many years on Veteran's Day went
to Hermiston for Chinese food. Once a month several teachers and principals went to
breakfast early on a Friday morning.
Her celebrations were fun. One year near Christmas, we had a "Hee Haw" type
Acadummy Awards for teachers. The end of the year parties at her house lasted into
the early morning hours for some.
She always planned special events and ways to celebrate for Park's students. The
quarterly dances became socials with many other activities for all interests. There
were 3-on-3 basketball teams, face painting, trading collectible cards, Bingo, a game
room, a movie room, and many more. the honor roll students had an end of year ice
cream social. Let's not forget the Halloween costume contest.
Never go to the fair with her. You go 10 steps, stop and talk to someone she knows,
another 10 steps and the same, repeatedly. Everyone wanted to talk to her.
Wilma was always giving, fair, encouraging, a leader, and KIND, KIND, KIND. What a
privilege to know her.
Sandy Hansen

Sandy Hansen - September 11, 2020 at 01:38 AM

“

I will always remember Mrs. Burgess. I was so excited to see her at the fair. She saw
me and said, “Well, hello Miss Rodriguez.” I couldn’t believe she remembered me
after all these years. I said to her,”H wow, I haven’t been called that in years.” She
replied, ”Miss Angela Rodriguez... you used to draw all the time. How can I forget
you. Are you still drawing?” I gave her such a big hug. She was such a beautiful and
happy soul. The last thing she said to me that day was “Keep smiling, and be happy;
it was so nice to see you again.”

Angela Gunter - July 07, 2020 at 08:36 PM

“

Wilma Burgess was "the real deal!" I met her and Stan riding horses on our farm in
Burbank. We were a rag, tag bunch of six kids. Wilma always had a smile and kind
words. Stan built our family kitchen cabinets which are still there today. My mother
who could milk 70 cows, drive a tractor in 110 degree weather and buck hay bales,
became fast friends with Wilma. A pair of Arkansas and Oklahoma depression era,
southern girls with much in common. Later as an adult, Wilma taught me how to play
pool at the Burbank tavern. She was a pro! Her flashy red hair, snake bracelet and
grin are still memorable. And later in life, I realized she was an educator with a great
reputation. She was surprised to learn that, the rag tag Reinkens kid, had become a
teacher. Wilma attended both my Dad and Mom's funerals. She was a woman ahead
of her time always. Wilma led a spectacular life.........Nicki Reinkens Cramer

Nicki Reinkens Cramer - May 26, 2020 at 02:27 AM

“

Best teacher/friend I ever had. Mrs. Burgess was a fair and honest person. Heaven
has gained an angel from earth. Prayers for family.

george massengale - April 19, 2020 at 08:13 AM

“

I was so fortunate to have Mrs. Burgess as my 6th grade teacher. She created a
respectful and fun learning environment. Prior to being in her class, I did not exactly
love going to school, but that changed for me once I entered her room. I crossed
paths with her over the years. I don't think she ever forgot a student. I wish I had
known she was ill. I would have felt it important to thank her for all she had done for
me. She has a lasting and loving legacy. For her family, it's so hard to lose someone
so lovely and special, but how lucky you were to have her. She will always be with
you.

Jennifer Phipps - April 18, 2020 at 09:53 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Karen Southam - April 13, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

Wilma Lodema (Scales) Robison Burgess was a big influence on me when she was
my teacher in the 3rd and 6th grades at Eastgate Elementary School in Kennewick,
WA. I never ever met anyone quite like her. She was always willing to lend a hand to
anyone who needed anything, be it student, friend, family, or total stranger. She was
an excellent role model to me in her joie de vivre, no matter what life on this earth
threw at her. I look forward to seeing her again on the other side! My heart goes out
to her daughter Marjzon and her son Wade, her friends and family, and the hundreds
of students who absolutely adored this woman. She will be missed on this earth.

Karen Southam - April 13, 2020 at 01:00 PM

“

Lodema will certainly be missed. She was truly a remarkable and unforgettable
woman. I always admired her.

Margery Petty Denman - April 13, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Aunt Lodema was always so happy & thoughtful. We loved going to her house for
Thanksgiving when we were kids. She would always have a bag of goodies for each
of us to take home and we loved spending time out in the game room playing pinball
& pool. She always made everyone feel loved. What a wonderfully kind, thoughtful
person and example she was to all of us! May she rest in peace and start her work
on the other side. May her family feel God's love and peace at this especially difficult
time.

Carie - April 12, 2020 at 10:17 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of a fantastic Aunt. Countless times she’d take all of us kids off
grandma’s farm into town for movies, coke’s, swimming or whatever would make us
happy. I will miss her tons.

Jackie Nutry - April 12, 2020 at 05:55 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Wilma's passing. She was always "Mrs. Robinson" to me my 6th grade teacher at Eastgate. Like my sister, Linda Duncan Martin, said - Mrs.
Robinson was a dear friend of our family - my parents Ruby and Bill Duncan. She
was there for us kids at our mom's funeral. She was there for us at my sister
Connie's picnic memorial in 2005 at Keewaydin Park. I seem to remember Wilma
shooting a few hoops with the guys then, andI was impressed that she remembered
some of their names (she instantly recognized Randy VanSickle). She was also there
for us kids at my sister Anita's service in 2007. Marjzon - your mom was truly an
angel! An amazing women!

Judy (Duncan) Beebe - April 12, 2020 at 05:53 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear of my 3rd grade teachers passing. She inspired a love for
school & was an amazing friend to our family. Mrs. Robison Burgess attended the
funeral for my Mom in 1967 & the memorial for one of my sisters. She "adopted" my
brother Russ & took him along with her to Oklahoma (I believe it was Oklahoma) one
summer. The world has lost an amazing, wonderful, giving, kind & loving soul. My
condolences to all of the family. RIP

Linda Duncan Martin - April 12, 2020 at 04:38 PM

“

I remember Russ coming to Oklahoma with us. All visitors are initiate with getting thrown in
the horse tank. Russ took it well and it was the start of a great summer break. Thank you
for your kind words and well wishes to us. We miss her everyday!!! XOXO
Marjzon - May 06, 2020 at 11:52 PM

“

Lina Christensen lit a candle in memory of Wilma Burgess

Lina Christensen - April 11, 2020 at 07:16 PM

“

We were blessed to have Aunt Lodema in our family and our lives from the pioneer days
until this time. Even though her first husband was our blood relative Wilma remained our
loving and sharing Aunt to us. What an amazing human and tremendous energy she
brought!
We will always smile with funloving memories when we remember all our years together as
family.
Hugs on hugs to our cousins, Wade Leon and Marjzon.
Lina Christensen - April 11, 2020 at 07:36 PM

“

Sincere condolences to the family and friends of a very special lady. Wilma was a ray
of sunshine to all she met. Her compassionate manner as teacher and principal were
attributes that few successfully handle...but handle she did and did them well. My son
along with hundreds of others always considered her the BEST!! Look to the
skies..there is a new star shining! RIP, Wilma. We shall miss you!! Love, The Cluck
Family

Jo Cluck - April 11, 2020 at 04:07 PM

“

My son attended Park Middle but I'm sorry to say I never ran into her but heard about
her. To her family: her obituary is WONDERFUL to read; so heartfelt & full of great
stories from her life. I'm sorry you've lost this force of nature but WHAT MEMORIES!

Shannon Gallagher Owens Ziegler - April 11, 2020 at 11:53 AM

