Victor Hackenschmidt
November 30, 1948 - February 8, 2020

There was nothing little about Vic Hackenschmidt, and on February 8, 2020, our beloved
big brother and Big Papa “graduated” and went to be with his Jesus.
Born in Corvallis, Oregon on November 30, 1948, Vic grew up appreciating cars, learning,
music and sports. He was active in Boy Scouts and played the trumpet in the Corvallis
High School band, and in a group called the Brass Diablos with some friends. He
graduated from high school in ’67 and moved across the country to study Government and
Economics at Harvard University, earning a BA in ’71. He went on to earn an MA in
Communications from San Jose State in ’72.
Vic wasn’t eligible for military service but instead served with VISTA on the Navajo
reservation near Gallup, NM. Vic eventually settled back in the Pacific Northwest and built
a long career as an executive recruiter specializing in the paper industry with his firm
Hackenschmidt, Weaver & Fox, Inc., headquartered in Beaverton, OR.
In 2007 Vic married the love of his life, Pamela Williams, and moved to Pasco, WA. He
embraced his new community and forged lasting friendships with his neighbors and
church. He loved his role as head usher at Gracepoint and mentoring and ministering to
young families. He was at his dear Pam’s side when she passed away – or in Vic’s terms,
graduated - in 2016
Vic loved spending time with his friends and family, watching sports, especially MMA and
football, cheering on the Seahawks. He enjoyed cooking and grilling - he took pride in
using wood chips when he grilled chicken and steak and made great meat on the grill. He
truly took joy in helping others.
Vic was preceded in passing on by his parents, Alice and Victor Hackenschmidt. Left here
to be saddened by his loss but encouraged by his example, love and big faith are his
sisters, Carol Drlica and Heidi Hughes, his children and step-children, Kris and Julie
Kosik, Kyle Kosik, Chelan Westland and Isaac Westland. He will be especially missed by
his young grandsons Jaimen and Jordan, to whom he was known as Big Papa.
A memorial service is planned for March 14, 2:00pm at GracePoint Church in Pasco,
Washington.

Comments

“

Vic......
Thank you for everything you have done for me.
My condolences to the family. Vic was and will remain simply "The Best"

Scott S - April 10 at 02:12 PM

“

What a wonderful man and giant of a generous soul. My memories go back to the
early 1990’s when he played trumpet on our little church worship team. He was a
beautiful Godly man. As I was driving through Oak Hills in the Portland Oregon area
and remembering those years I wondered how he was doing. Now I know he is
celebrating a fabulous home coming. Comfort to all those that are close to him. Mary
(Shattuck) Palumbo

Mary (Shattuck) Palumbo - March 13 at 03:02 PM

“

To my dear cousins Heidi & Carol,
So many wonderful memories when I think of you & your dear brother Vic. Vic's light
was so bright I can't even believe it will not be shining on this earth. Yes, a sad &
dark day for us who loved him and will miss him dearly, and Heaven is even brighter
with him there.
All my love and sympathy to you at this time of grief,
Cousin Alice

Alice Bebbington-Garston - February 25 at 04:17 PM

“

Vic was a big man with a big smile and a big heart. I will miss seeing him, shaking his
hand, and receiving a big hug every Sunday morning. Looking forward to being
greeted by him when I graduate...

William Guenther - February 24 at 05:29 PM

“

Vic and I never met but worked together 3000 miles apart as Executive Search
Consultants. However, I felt his wonderful warm heart & spirit many times thru our
friendship. He spoke frequently of his lovely lady Pam and his children. I miss him deeply ,
may the family find God's peace and rejoice in the time in life you had with him. Mine was
truly a blessing. Allen Childs, FL

Allen Childs - February 26 at 02:01 PM

“

As much as I rest assured in the knowledge that Vic is with Jesus, my heart is still broken
that I have to continue on here without his amazing spirit and personality in my life. Vic
made such an impact on our family and will truly be missed.
Donna Kaye Troller
Donna Kaye Troller - March 05 at 02:49 AM

“

Very sad to hear of my cousin Vic's passing from this life. So many memories of days gone
by. A man of great wisdom, who loved the Lord with all his heart. My heart goes out to his
family and friends. May God's Amazing Grace and Mercy carry you all through this time of
loss. Prayers....
Tom Dion Va. Beach, VA
Tom Dion - March 09 at 12:30 PM

“

Dear Carol
,
My neighbor on 17th street. . .Bill Seaton & I used to walk past your house on our way to
school.
Your brother sounded like a wonderful man, loved by many, and I am sure he will be greatly
missed by you and your family.
My condolences to you all.
Sincerely,
Judy Jacob McCann
Judy Jacob McCann - March 14 at 12:52 PM

“

I just read about Vic's passing in Harvard Magazine. We both lived in Winthrop House at
Harvard (I lived just above him in F entry), and I got to know him pretty well. We both
shared a love for good music, and whenever I heard Chicago or the Beatles Abby Road
playing, I would go downstairs and knock on his door. Usually he said "Doors open" "Busy
now" and I'd know what to do. He was my first "brother". Ironically, I just spoke with him last
fall when out of the blue I looked him up on LinkedIn and then called him. We had a great
conversation catching up on old and new times, swapping lies about our youth, women that
we knew, etc. I'm shocked to learn he's gone from this earth before we had the chance to
reconnoiter again. I'm gonna miss you, big guy. Be good, wherever you are.
-Chuck McCormack
Charles McCormack - May 01 at 05:51 PM

