Gerald D. Sleater
April 28, 1932 - March 6, 2019

Gerald D. “Jerry” Sleater was born April 28, 1932 in Mankato, Minnesota to Ray and
Emma (Hill) Sleater. He passed away at Kennewick Life Care on March 6, 2019.
Jerry graduated from Kennewick High School in 1950. On July 29, 1950 he married the
love of his life, Deloris Hubbard. Jerry started his working life as a box boy at Safeway in
Pasco. This was to serve him well later in life. He became an assistant manager and then
manager for Safeway stores in Walla Walla and Omak.
In 1962, Jerry decided it was time to go back to the Tri-Cities where he took over and then
bought the Island View grocery store, Ray’s Grocery, from his father. It was a family run
business until Jerry and Deloris decided it was time to retire in the mid 80’s and eventually
they sold the business. Unfortunately, the store burned to the ground in 1997.
Always being civic minded, Jerry joined the Kennewick volunteer fire department in 1964.
He rose through the ranks, eventually making Acting Chief. In 1990, Jerry ran for and won
the position of fire commissioner for District 1. He held that position until his death. he was
also a long time board member for the Columbia Irrigation District.
Surviving Jerry are his brothers Ed, Larry and Chuck and sister, Dodie Perry.
Jerry is also survived by the loves of his life, his wife Deloris; children Adelia “Dee” Yeager,
Gerald “Jerry” Jr. and his wife Winona, Linda Sleater and Patricia “Patty” Vaught and her
husband Dave; grandchildren David Yeager, Jerry D. Sleater, Patrick Clark, Scott Sleater,
Dana DeWeber and Kasi Sleater; 12 great grandchildren and numerous nieces and
nephews.
Visitation will be Friday, March 15, 2019 from 5-7 p.m. at Mueller’s Chapel of the Falls,
314 W. First Ave, Kennewick.
Funeral Services will be Saturday, March 16, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at Mueller’s Chapel of

the Falls. There will be no graveside services.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to Benton County 1 Fire Department.
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Comments

“

My name is Loren Gilbert and worked at Safeway when Jerry Sleater was the
Assitant Manager. He was a good example hard worker and honest. I started at the
Kennewick Safeway store in 1954 and worked before that for George Jones at Jones
meat market on east first avenue for 4 years before working for Safeway. He made
the world better and i had the pleasure of knowing him. rest in peace Jerry

Loren Gilbert - March 16, 2019 at 06:38 PM

“

Hello, My name is Casey Russell and my sister is Terri Boast would like to send
Delores and Kids our deepest sympathy on Jerry's passing. My sister and I have
known Jerry for about forty years, he was our landlord, friend, confidante. He was
there through my mothers passing and was very comforting a true friend. One year I
was having troubles paying my electric bill and Jerry noticed me out in my yard and
asked me what was wrong? I explained my circumstances and he had me go pay my
elec. and worked out a schedule to pay that mo. rent. A true friend indeed! He went
out of his way to pull my car out of a ditch that a friend so kindly parked there never
asking for anything in return. We will think of him often and was blessed to know him,
rest in peace Jerry Sleater. And to Patty Sleater your father's good nature rubbed off
on you kids because I still remember you helping me when my niece Leighann broke
her arm on some concrete steps and you were so kind as to help me out. My best to
the Sleater family.

casey russell - March 16, 2019 at 07:39 AM

“

Always enjoyed stopping at the store. Jerry was always in such a good spirit. Joked
with me and whomever I was with. Had interesting topics to discuss. Will send my
prayers to the family and to Jerry Jr. Dad will be with Bill now in peace.

Annette - March 14, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

Jerry was a wonderful person and a role model to all. He persevered in making his
community caring and subsequent long life involvement a better place for us to live.
My condolence to his family who will always carry in their hearts and soul a Husband,
Dad and Grandpa to be proud of. Jerry, rest in peace.

Gary E Chamberlin - March 14, 2019 at 01:22 PM

“

Jerry will be missed by many. It was my pleasure to associate with Jerry for many
years when he owned and operated Rays Grocery. Jerry supported law enforcement
efforts as well as the fire department. Periodically I would run into Jerry and it was
always like we had just talked the day before. My regards to the family and wish
them the best during this difficult time.
John DeMyer

John DeMyer - March 14, 2019 at 08:30 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

jerry sleater - March 13, 2019 at 05:41 PM

“

rest in peace dad. I love you very much. it was my pleasure to be your caregiver for
the last four years. we went on a lot of adventures and had our secrets. I miss you so
much. your my hero and I was very proud to be your daughter.

patricia vaught - March 13, 2019 at 05:41 PM

“

Thank you Jerry for sharing your wealth of knowledge. We spent many hours workng
in EOC or manning the 4th of July follies in dispatch. Through good times and bad
times you were always upbeat and encouraging. R.I.P.
Becki Nelson
EDC/SECOMM

Becki Nelson - March 13, 2019 at 01:19 PM

“

I worked for Columbia Irrigation District while Jerry was a Board member for
Columbia Irrigation District. He was smart, fair minded and served the District well. At
Christmas Jerry would spread Christmas cheer when he delivered beautiful
poinsettias to the office. Jerry always talked highly of his wife and how proud he was
of their marriage. My condolences to Mrs Sleater and the rest of Jerry’s family.

Bonnie Kulp - March 12, 2019 at 11:11 PM

“

Jerry was my land loard for over 5 years and also a family friend. He and Deloris
were always so nice to me each month I paid my rent. Jerry made sure to have fire
engines at my uncle Jim Mill’s funeral (Jerry beat Jim for the commissioner spot!) I
am sorry I did not see Jerry before his passing and pray for comfort for his family and
friends. RIP Jerry. You will be missed and always loved!

Shelley Beauchamp - March 12, 2019 at 09:58 PM

