Robert Eugene Olson
April 4, 1932 - June 30, 2020

Robert 'Bob' Olson, cherished husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather, brother,
and friend passed away on June 30, 2020 at the age of 88. He was born in Tacoma
Washington on April 4, 1932.
Bob attended Kennewick High School where he loved playing football, track and field,
basketball and baseball. While playing football he earned the nickname 'Pogo Hips' Olson.
After graduating in 1950 he attended Community College before joining the Army, serving
in Germany.
In 1954 he returned to Kennewick where he met Shirley, who became the love of his life.
They were married on July 10, 1955 and enjoyed 64 years of marriage.
Together they owned and operated Melody Mufflers and Hitch Center until retiring in 2009.
His time as a local business owner led him to proudly serve on the Kennewick City
Council for 28 years. In October of 2017 they dedicated Bob Olson Parkway to honor him
for his involvement in transportation-related improvements.
Trapshooting became his sport of choice. He enjoyed the competition and also valued the
comradery and long lasting friendships he made.
Bob was loved and idolized by his family and friends .He is survived by his wife, Shirley,
daughters Debi Olson and Vicki Linck: son-in-law Jim Linck; grandson Garrett Linck;
granddaughter Morgan Hascall; great grandson Chase Hascall and Morgan's husband
Jake; Bob's sister Gloria Riggle; husband Pete and his extended family and many friends
he made during his lifetime.
Bob was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Leo Olson.
A celebration of Bob's life will be held at a future date when restrictions for Covid-19 have
been lifted.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the American Heart Association.

Cemetery
Desert Lawn Memorial Park

Comments

“

Bob Olson was a great leader, gentle soul, and mother bear protecting funding for
Kennewick infrastructure. His contributions to the building of Kennewick for the future
cannot be over stated. I had the honor and pleasure of working with Bob for many
years. I absolutely enjoyed the many breakfast conversations we had. I was so
pleased at the naming of Bob Olson Parkway as a tribute to his efforts. I was also
thankful when he was named the chair of the Transportation Improvement Board.
There he was able to share his contributions to transportation with the rest of
Washington. His humor was always enjoyed and he will be missed by all who knew
him.

Ken Nelson - July 15 at 03:47 PM

“

Bob gave and then gave more. He was a great man who served his community(ies)
tirelessly and in a wide variety of capacities. For nearly two decades, I observed him
serve on transportation committees at local, regional, and state levels working with
others across the state in determining and prioritizing limited transportation funds.
Holding the rare ability to think regionally and without preference, people always
knew competitive projects would be viewed fairly by Bob. Rare breed, men like Bob
Olson

Brian Malley - July 14 at 12:45 AM

“

Bob did a lot for the Kennewick community that most people (including me) don't
even know about. He never sought the limelight, but behind the scenes would help
so many. He was a steady hand in support of the Kennewick community and I valued
his counsel during the twelve years we spent together on the city council.

Tom Moak - July 08 at 03:58 PM

“

Bob was a great man and friend!!

Wayne Walden - July 08 at 11:51 AM

“

Bob was a great guy, and a hard worker. Despite growing his business as large as it
was, he could always be found on the corner of Fruitland and Columbia Drive at the
original site of Melody Muffler, wearing his bib overhauls and getting greasy. They
don't make men like that anymore. Steve Osborne

Steve Osborne - July 07 at 01:28 PM

“

Bob was a super nice guy, always willing to talk to you and very pro police! It was an honor
knowing him! RIP Bob!
Mike Genack - July 08 at 02:24 AM

“

I considered Bob a friend for over 60 years. He was always available for a chat. He will be
missed.
Dick Rogers
Richard Rogers - July 08 at 01:07 PM

“

I worked at Ben Franklin Transit as the Marketing & Customer Service Manager from 2002
- 2017 and worked with Bob on numerous projects. He was by far my favorite BFT Board
member. He called me Chris, a name reserved for family. I will greatly miss him and hope
his family finds peace in all of us that loved him dearly.
Christy Watts
Christy - July 08 at 05:09 PM

“

When I was elected to City Council in 1996, Bob mentored me and showed me the ropes.
We served together on Council for 20 years and became good friends on and off Council.
As a Councilman Bob was the force behind good roads, transit, waste management, water
& sewer, Southridge expansion and Convention Center just to name a few. He loved
Kennewick and gave it his all to make it a better place to live. I learned the hard way
shooting trap with him, to bring extra money for betting who had the best score. We will all
miss Bob on Taco Tuesday's at Players discussing the local and world problems.I will
dearly miss him.
Paul Parish
Paul Parish - July 09 at 03:08 PM

