Richard Dean Williams
October 13, 1931 - June 21, 2020

Richard Dean Williams (aka Dick, Peep) was born in Yakima, Washington on October 13,
1931 to parents Harvey Glen and Eunice (Plumlee) Williams. He passed away peacefully
at Sacred Heart Medical Center in Spokane, Washington on Sunday, June 21st, 2020. His
children are blessed to have had the opportunity to spend special time with him at the
hospital during his last days.
Dick spent his childhood years moving throughout Washington State due to his father's
occupation as a steam engine locomotive engineer. The family eventually settled back in
Yakima. He graduated from Yakima High School (Davis) in 1950 and enlisted in the United
States Air Force. He was stationed at Lakenheath AFB in England where he served as a
radio repairman. He frequently rode his high-performance Triumph Tiger motorcycle 120
miles on the narrow winding roads of the English countryside through all kinds of weather
to get to Nottingham to see the woman who became the Love of his life, Barbara Lowe.
They were married in 1953 in Nottingham, England and then traveled back to the United
States in 1954.
Upon their return to the U.S., Dick worked for the Northern Pacific Railroad as a
brakeman, then at Hanford as an instrument technician, then back to the railroad as a
electrician/machinist for Burlington Northern, and then completed his working career with
WPPSS as an instrument technician. He retired in 1996 at the age of 65. He enjoyed
many hobbies including hunting, fishing, shooting, reloading, camping, scuba diving, flying
airplanes and gliders, building model airplanes, cuckoo clock repair, and traveling to the
Oregon Coast, Hawaii, Florida, Canada and England. Dick loved living in the Pacific
Northwest where he enjoyed many outdoor activities. He was also known as "Dick The
Pool Man" for keeping the neighborhood pool up and running. A good meal was also
something he very much enjoyed.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Glen and Eunice Williams; Barb, his dear wife
of 64 years; his sister Pat Maxwell and his brother Ron Williams. Dick is survived by his
daughter Cathie Frohlich of Spokane, WA, his sons Rick Williams of Pasco, WA, Rob
Williams (Farhat) of St. Augustine, FL, and Dave Williams of West Richland, WA.
Grandchildren Neil Frohlich (Shelley), Eric Frohlich, Matt Williams, and Christopher
Williams; Great grandchildren Zoie and Colin Frohlich and several nieces, a nephew, and

a grandniece. He was lovingly known as "Peep" by his grandchildren and great
grandchildren in Spokane.
Dick was a man of many talents and loved a good conversation. He always had many a
good story to tell. Dick introduced his children to many of the hobbies that they still enjoy
today. He also instilled a great work ethic into all of his children. Dick stayed in contact
with his Air Force buddies and the friends he had made throughout his working career. He
was a proud American and was devoted to his country.
One last note: Kudos to the Chinese Gardens restaurant in Pasco; his favorite restaurant
by far for many, many years.
Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, a Celebration of Life remembrance will be held
for Dad at a later date. We will let you know.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

DAVE WILLIAMS - July 29, 2020 at 12:36 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

DAVE WILLIAMS - July 29, 2020 at 12:19 AM

“

“

DAD'S FAVORITE RESTAURANT, CHINESE GARDENS
DAVE WILLIAMS - July 29, 2020 at 12:20 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 11:24 PM

“

We were so many miles apart but have so many lovely memories of times we spent
together. Your Dad never tired of driving us to the places they loved to visit; he was
full of information and so interested in everything here in the UK. Our once-in-alifetime holiday in Hawaii with Dick and Barbara we will never forget, but the memory
of your dad steering a 70ft narrowboat along the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal, here in England, will stay with us forever. Richard never got a look-in!
Auntie Jenny and Uncle Richard

Jennifer Lowe - July 07, 2020 at 11:47 AM

“

Auntie Jenny and Uncle Richard,
Thank you for sharing the good times you had with Mom and Dad. Both were very Special
people loved by many!
Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 11:18 PM

“

We enjoyed having Dick and Barb as our friends in the neighborhood and have many
fond memories of socializing with them. Of the many memories that come to mind,
one that always makes me smile is when Dan was home recovering from a triple
bypass, Dick brought over a balsa airplane kit and he and Dan spent many
afternoons building it. Dick even made his own glue. While I was at work, they
decided to fly it and it ended up on our roof. Even though neither of them were
supposed to be on a ladder, someone got up there to get it down. They never did tell
Barb and I who was on the ladder.
Peace be with you.
Dan and Kathy Lepore

Kathy Lepore - July 05, 2020 at 11:11 PM

“

Dan and Kathy,
Thank you for sharing, I'm sure Dad is working on building a model as I write this.
I miss my parents every day!
Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 11:15 PM

“

Dick will be greatly missed. He and Barb were the first friends Dean took me to meet
when we first started dating over 30 years ago. Dean looked up to him and valued
his friendship. They shared many interests, good times and enriching conversations.
I am thankful they had a long and close friendship and that I got to know his family.
You were blessed with the most loving parents may all the wonderful memories
continue to bless your lives.

Deb and Dean Glatt - June 30, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

Dean and Deb,
Thank you so much for sharing. I am so grateful for you both spending time with Mom and
Dad. Dean was such a good friend to Dad and I'm so thankful for the time Dean spent with
Dad after Mom's passing.
Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 11:12 PM

“

I worked with Dick at WPPSS many, many years ago. He was such a kind, good man. He
loved to laugh. It was an honor to have known him.
Donna Maxwell, Seattle
Donna Maxwell - February 17 at 09:00 PM

“

Have some very special childhood memories of time spent with Uncle Dick in the US
and England. So glad I got to see him one last time at Aunty Barb’s Memorial in
2018. What a guy.

Jo Lowe - June 28, 2020 at 05:43 PM

“

Thanks Jo,
It was so nice of you to fly out here for Mom's memorial and see Dad. He was definitely one
of a kind. They will both live in my Heart forever!
Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

It is very sad to learn of Dick's passing. He was one of the nicest guys I've ever
known. We shared a love of airplanes and gliding and he was so generous with his
time and knowledge. Though I specialized in gliding he was doing everything and he
never stopped making models. When I had a grandchild, born with a near blind
condition, Dick made up a special model/glider kit for him....a way to nurture the
flying-love in a future generation. I have been out of touch with Dick lately and didn't
realize that his wonderful wife had passed a few years ago.
It was my privilege to have known them both, and I am so sorry that they are gone.
They will live in our memory.
Rudy and Mary Ann Allemann

Rudolph Allemann - June 28, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“
“

A beautiful tribute to my Dad. Thank you so much. Cathie
Cathie Frohlich - June 28, 2020 at 10:08 PM

Thank you Rudy and Mary Ann for remembering our Dad and Mom.
We were Blessed to have such Great parents!
Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 10:58 PM

“

I have many fond memories of Dick that I will always cherish. Barb and Dick lived
across the street from me in Desert Plateau. They were like family to me. Dick taught
my son how to drive a manual shift, and he also got him into flying. I vacationed with
Barb and Dick in Hawaii and at their condo on the Oregon coast, and I met up with
them at their son Rob’s home in Florida after I had moved away from Pasco. My
heart goes out to his children, and the enormous task they have ahead of them to
sort through all of Dick’s treasured collections. Joyce Olson Mathews, Pompano
Beach, Florida

Joyce Olson Mathews - June 26, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

Thank You Joyce for sharing your memories of Mom and Dad.
Anyone who knew our parents I'm sure have special memories that will live on forever!
Dave Williams - July 28, 2020 at 11:02 PM

