Leland Jerome Nitteberg
August 11, 1925 - October 14, 2018

Leland Jerome Nitteberg passed away on October 14, 2018 at the hospice care center in
Longview, WA. He was born to Lyman and Beulah Nitteberg at their farm house located
near Garretson, South Dakota on August 11, 1925. Dr. DeVall assisted in his delivery. He
was the third child in the family, with older brothers Howard and Grant. Leland attended
Grade School and High School in Garretson, and graduated from High School in 1943 as
Valedictorian of his class of thirty seven members. When he turned eighteen years old, he
had his WW II Army Physical, but did not pass because of his feet. He lived with his
parents on their farm, and assisted his father, and brother Grant, in working on the farm.
He also rented and farmed an adjacent forty acres of farm land, which helped pay for his
college education. In the Spring of 1947, his parents sold the farm and moved to Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. Leland then started Summer School at the South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology at Rapid City, South Dakota, and graduated with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1951.
In May, 1951, Leland moved to Richland, Washington, and went to work for General
Electric as a Design Engineer on the Hanford Project. He prepared designs for ventilation
systems, air filtration systems, and piping systems for many of the reactors, separation
plants, laboratories, and offices located on the Hanford Project. General Electric
eventually provided evening classes for workers to obtain Master of Science Degrees,
which were provided by four colleges and universities. Leland received his Master of
Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Idaho in 1960. In 1961
he acquired his Washington State Professional Engineer License. He also worked for
Battelle Northwest, Westinghouse, and Westinghouse Hanford as a Design Engineer.
Leland retired from Westinghouse Hanford in 1989, and a short time later went to work for
Hanford Sub-Contractors until 1996. After he retired, Leland served as a Tour Guide for
several years at the Columbia River Exhibition of History, Science, and Technology. He
was a member of the West Highlands United Methodists Church, the B Reactor Museum
Association, Hanford Retirees’ Association, and The Sons of Norway.
In 1952, while working in a General Electric office building located in Richland,

Washington, Leland met Betty Hays, a secretary at that time, to the Manager of the
Catalog Facility. They were married by Reverend Robert Uphoff on May 22, 1954, at the
original Central United Protestant Church, a military chapel built by the government after
the town of Richland became a part of the Hanford Nuclear Project in 1943. In 1956 they
moved to Kennewick, Washington and attended the first service of the West Highlands
Methodist Church, which was held in the parsonage basement, and became Charter
Members. As Church Treasurer, Leland arranged for funding to build the new church
facility, and also assisted in construction of the altar, pulpit and lectern Leland and Betty
were very active members in what is now known as the West Highlands United Methodist
Church. Their son, Bruce, and daughter, Marilyn, born after Leland and Betty moved to
Kennewick, were baptized in the new church facility. Leland enjoyed many activities with
Betty and family, including camping, traveling, taking dance lessons, and just spending
time with family, especially at birthdays and holiday events. Leland also enjoyed
photography, bird hunting, carpentry, as well as his joy of farming; they had a small farm
on 19th Avenue in Kennewick (now where Southgate Elementary sits) and then in Badger
Canyon.
Leland was part of a musical family. His mother was organist at the Norwegian Methodist
Church near Decorah, Iowa for several years, and two of her brothers played musical
instruments. Leland’s brothers also played musical instruments. Leland’s daughter,
Marilyn, is a pianist, and grandchildren and great-grandchildren sing and play instruments.
When he was ten years old, an instructor from the Garretson High School began teaching
Leland how to play a clarinet. When he was in sixth grade, Leland became a member of
the High School band. When he was a High School junior he became a member of the
Garretson City Band, which played Saturday night concerts during the summer at the
American Legion Park in Garretson. He also was a member of the South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology Band. He attended summer school prior to his college senior year
and became a member of the City Band at Rapid City, South Dakota, which played weekly
concerts during the summer. Leland also sang for many years in the church choir.
Preceding him in death was his beloved wife Betty, who passed away in 1998, his parents,
and his brothers, Howard and Grant, and their wives. He is survived by two children and
their spouses, seven grand-children, and six great-grandchildren, including his son, Bruce
L. Nitteberg and his wife Kathy (Skelly), of Spokane Valley, Washington, and their children,
Joel and Kara; daughter Marilyn K. (Nitteberg) Haan and her husband Tom Haan of
Longview, Washington, Marilyn’s daughter Lynna (and her children Veronica, Annalyah,
Tonio, Heven, and Lee [“Junior”]), and daughter Julie, and Tom’s daughter Sarah
(husband Paul and their daughter, Caroline), son Brian and son Mark. He is also survived
by several brother and sister in-laws, nieces, nephews, and friends.

Funeral services will be held at West Highlands United Methodist Church, 17 S. Union
Street, Kennewick, WA at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 20, 2018 (use South entrance
to access small chapel), with burial to follow at Desert Lawn Memorial Park. Arrangements
are in care of Mueller’s Tri-Cities Funeral Home. Family and friends are invited to a
viewing on October 19, 2018 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers please send
donations to The West Highlands United Methodist Church musical instrument fund (17 S.
Union St., Kennewick, WA 99336).
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