Lee Alexander
February 21, 1921 - December 25, 2018

At age 97, Lee passed away peacefully on Christmas Day, December 25th, surrounded by
family.
Lee was born on February 21st, 1921 in Ashton, Idaho to Jess and Jesse Alexander. One
of seven children, he began working at an early age to help support himself and his family
during the depression. He met Lou Stroud in Idaho Falls and they married in Nov of 1940
and were married for 67 years until her death in 2008. Lee served in the Army’s 11th
Airborne Division as a Paratrooper in the Pacific Theater during World War II.
After returning from the war he started back farming and driving truck. He continued
working hard throughout his life – eventually starting a roofing business, which became
L.W. Vail Company, a road construction and paving business located throughout the
Pacific Northwest. Along with his construction business, he also started VA Quarter Horse
Ranch and raised working and racing Quarter Horses. The ranching business gradually
turned to cattle – Lee was one of the first breeders of purebred Charolais cattle in the
Western US. He sold his construction business in 1977 and ‘retired’ to become a full-time
farmer and rancher. He continued to farm in Pasco until his retirement in his late 80s.
Lee had a lifelong love of the outdoors which included building his own log cabin, elk and
deer hunting, and fishing of all kinds. He could master operating any piece of equipment
he jumped on from a 1940s Flatbed Truck, to a D-8 Caterpillar Bulldozer, to eventually a
computerized John Deere Tractor.
Lee is survived by his six children, Dora Dee Alexander, Lola Brown, Bonnie Avila, Alan
(Leslie) Alexander, Billie (Steve) McSwan, and Bobbie (David) Fischer, 18 Grandchildren,
and numerous Great and Great-Great Grandchildren, his sister Wanda Carruthers and
numerous nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wife - Lou, his parents - Jess and Jesse, his brothers Ern, Bud and Ted, sisters - Cordy and Gay, and grandson Robby Lee.
The family would like to say “Thank You” to the caregivers at Hawthorne Court who
provided him with such loving care, especially in his last months.
A “Celebration of Lee’s Life” will be held later this Spring. Burial will be at Desert Lawn
Memorial Park (Kennewick). In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in his name to
Shriners Hospital Spokane, or Seattle Children’s Hospital.

Comments

“

I first would like to express my deepest sympathy to all of Uncle Lee's immediate
family and friends for the passing of a great man that I had the pleasure and honor to
call Uncle. I have so many wonderful memories of him and at some point I will write
them down and share them with you and the rest of the Alexander/ Vail family.
In my eyes Uncle Lee was a man of great principles. What I saw always was a man
of integrity and honor. A man who shared kindness and love for the family that he
cherished so much. A very hard working man that believed in strong work ethics and
always tried to convey that to many. A man of honesty who was not afraid to tell you
what he thought or felt even if was not popular or politically correct.
Uncle Lee was a man who had a deep respect and love for the great outdoors and I
always enjoyed hearing his stories and listening to his adventures,and he had many.
Uncle Lee was a generous and kind man with his time and money. We all know that
he was one of the key figures who kept this family's annual reunion going by often
bidding on items at our family auction only to turn around a give that item away or
donate it back to the reunion.
I for one will miss him a great deal...He always greeted me with a big smile and a
firm handshake followed by a " How the heck you been Steve" And he always had
time to share his wisdom or humor with me about life in general. And for that I am
both grateful and honored. I have many wonderful memories of my Uncle Lee that I
will always cherish.
Thanks for being such a great Uncle.
With Love and Fondness,
Your nephew Steve

Steve O'Brien - January 01 at 03:33 PM

“

Steven O'Brien lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Steven O'Brien - January 01 at 01:28 PM

“

Bonnie AlexanderAvila lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Bonnie AlexanderAvila - December 31, 2018 at 06:43 PM

“

Debra Alexander Hughey lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Debra Alexander Hughey - December 29, 2018 at 08:50 AM

“

Barbara Owens lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Barbara Owens - December 29, 2018 at 12:30 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lori - December 28, 2018 at 10:37 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lori - December 28, 2018 at 10:34 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Lori - December 28, 2018 at 09:44 PM

“

Daric Alexander lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Daric Alexander - December 28, 2018 at 08:48 PM

“

Daric and Julie Alexander.

Daric Alexander - December 28, 2018 at 08:46 PM

“

Dorothy Dickerson & Sandra Rice lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Dorothy Dickerson & Sandra Rice - December 28, 2018 at 08:37 PM

“

Lori Garcia lit a candle in memory of Lee Alexander

Lori Garcia - December 28, 2018 at 07:59 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Bonnie Alexander Avila - December 28, 2018 at 07:38 PM

