Jean Sarah Martinez
July 8, 1927 - September 30, 2019

On Monday September 30th, 2019, Jean S. Martinez of Kennewick, Washington,
peacefully passed away at the age of 92.
Jean, better known as Jackie by her friends and family, was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba
on July 8th, 1927 to Dick Levy and Jean de Cases. She was the oldest daughter of two
siblings. Her younger brother, John, became the accountant for Hudson Bay Company.
Jackie was always very proud of her brother for the success he had in business. During
her young working life she worked at a couple of diners as a waitress, and at a paper
sleeve factory. Often she got a chance to ice skate and swim at the local pools. Jackie met
Richard in April of 1948, at a dance in Vancouver, B.C., which many servicemen attended.
Richard was in the Navy at the time, stationed in Bremerton, Washington. On June 12,
1948 they were married in Vancouver, British Columbia. Richard finished his tour of duty,
and Jean headed south on the train to meet him in Southern California. They lived in a
small apartment, Richard's family owned until they could buy their first home in
Hawthorne, California. They settled down and started a family. After their two daughters,
Antoinette (Toni) and Jacqueline (Jackie) were born, they decided to move to a new
housing development in California near Lakewood, where they purchased a 3-bedroom
home for $12,000 using the GI bill.
Jean was a great mom, attentive to her daughters and homelife. She was busy with PTA,
Brownies, and Girl Scouts during the school year and swimming lessons for the girls in the
summer, as well as learning to swim in the pool at home by herself. Richard had a job with
an aircraft company. At one point, when there were many layoffs in the company, he had
to work at Edwards Air Force base to keep a roof over their heads and food on the table.
This left Jean alone during the week to hold down the fort, doing all the housekeeping
things "Leave it to Beaver" mom's did in that era. Later when Jackie and Toni were in
junior high school, Jean got a job at Buffum's Department store in the hosiery and jewelry
department. She was very proud of her job and dressed for success in the high end
Department store in downtown Long Beach. Her sales job lasted a couple of years and as
Jackie and Toni entered high school, Jean thought she should be home more. Jean began
some volunteer work at elementary schools, Sunday school teaching, as well as sewing,
knitting, crocheting, and gardening.

After the girls were out of school, married, and had children of their own, Jean and
Richard moved to Spokane, Washington. Later moving to Medford, Oregon. Finally, they
moved to Kennewick, WA., to be near their great grandchildren. They have lived in
Kennewick for the last 16 years.
Jean was very active in prayer groups and gatherings with the Nazarene church. She
inspired many to pray with her or to become members of the church. Jean's grandson,
David, had settled down in Kennewick and was raising a family, so she got to be grandma
(although now great grandmother) all over again. She loved to hear the kids laugh and talk
about their learning.
Jean's parents preceded her in death, as well as her brother John, and daughter Jackie.
Her husband, Richard of Kennewick, WA, daughter Toni of Talent, OR, 5 grandchildren,
and 5 great grandchildren, survives her.
A celebration of Jean's life and service will be held on Friday, October 11th, 2019 at ll:00
AM in Kennewick, Washington at the Nazarene Church, 2402 S. Union Street, Kennewick,
WA.
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Comments

“

I love Jackie and she was like family to ours for over 48 years. She love her Lord and
Saviour. She enjoy singing off tune I might add with great joy. She loved shopping
but we hardly bought anything. I'd see a dress and she would go over every seam.
Jackie would go into great detail how the dress was made wrong and I would end up
putting it back on the rack. I definitely suggest anybody who's a Shopaholic to have a
Jackie friend type to go with them . For birthday she'd send a card and say don't
spend on junk. I'd send a picture back what she bought me in a thank you card or tell
her what her gift was. She was always please . We were family we were friends
we loved each other. Jackie was a prayer Warrior and she'd get so excited with
answered prayers. She'd laugh and hug that what I will miss. I will see her again and
we will laugh and hug. My love to Dick, Toney and all her beautiful grandchildren's.
Sharyle Croswhite
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