Gerald Lynn Brown
November 9, 1946 - December 2, 2021

Gerald L. Brown was born November 9, 1946 to Ruth Prigge Brown and Donald Brown in
Rochester, Minnesota.
He graduated from Richfield High School and went on to take various parts and service
technical training programs locally and out of state.
He met his wife, Mary Beardsley Brown, on a blind date in 1963. They were married
November 5, 1965 and began their life together in the Minneapolis area.
Gerry joined the Army in 1966 and spent 13 years between the Army and National Guard.
n 1970, their son, Keith, was born. After a few trips to the West, he wanted to make a
move. He took advantage of a job offer in Salem, Oregon, and the family moved. On
weekends there was camping in the Three Sisters mountains or Jeep 4-wheeling club
activities. They had a large group of friends who became family and have many happy
memories and legendary tales of camping adventures and celebrations.
In 1986, Gerry accepted a position as service manager for Columbia Motors Mercedes
dealership in the Tri- Cities. He would commute home on weekends, until the family
officially moved to the area in 1987.
He and Mary loved to travel and went on many cruises and tropical vacations. An avid
camper to the end, Gerry and Mary took many RV road trips to several states. They spent
many weekends camping with their son and daughter-in-law, Rachelle. In October 2020,
Gerry and Mary purchased 10 acres of wilderness property near Kettle Falls and spent
much of the next year turning it into a permanent campsite.
Gerry and Keith always had a project in the works. They restored a Jeep pick- up that
Keith drove after he got his license. Gerry could fix almost anything and enjoyed helping
others. Whenever Keith needed help with RV projects, repairs, or installations, or building
fences, he called his dad who called on Keith in return. They were the best of friends, and
Keith has many happy memories of times they worked together.
Gerry was preceded in death by his parents; and in-laws, John and Dorothy; his sister,
Pat, and four brothers-in-law. He is survived by his loving wife of 56 years, Mary; his son,
Keith, and daughter-in-law, Rachelle; his sister, Carole Iverson; three brothers; Tom
(Cheryl), Jeff, and Donny; brother-in-law, John (Ranelle) Beardsley; sisters-in-law, Ann
(Dave) Evans, Lynne Faust, Jean Bourgeois, and Lesley (Bruce) Mead; and many nieces

and nephews, as well as his dog, Willy.
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Tri-Cities Funeral Home Chapel
US

Comments

“

Mary, Keith and Rachelle,
Please accept our deepest condolences on Gerry's passing. The memories that we
have of the great times we had the pleasure to spend Gerry and you guys; cruising,
camping, dive bar dinners, home parties and liquor runs are "forever memories ".
God Bless,
Mike and Karen

Karen Malady - December 10, 2021 at 01:56 PM

“

Gerry was on an Explorer Scout canoe team. We spent many hours "training" on the
Twin City lakes for the Aquatennial relay race from Bemidji down to Minneapolis on
the Mississippi...lots of blisters, but a lot of fun. We cut a pretty good wake in the
water with our racing stroke for the first 50 to 60 feet.
One summer, we took his '55 Chevy, (could that baby roll) and camped in the Black
Hills. It was a quite an adventure for three city kids camping in the boonies of Nemo
Road.
On the last night, we had set up a well-lit photo op for a mother raccoon and her
three kits that had been raiding the camp's trash cans every night.
We heard commotion in the can just as planned. It was time..."lights, camera,
action!" What came out of the can was the largest paws we'd ever seen except at the
Como Park Zoo.
We sought immediate shelter (okay...ran) in the tent, but soon rationalizing it was not
the best protection from those claws.
Once regaining our formidable courage, we realized it ran from us just as fast, well
almost as fast. It all happened so quickly we couldn't positively identify it as a bobcat
or mountain lion. We preferred the latter.
I wish we hadn't lost touch with each other until recent years.
Gerry was a great friend. I'm so blessed to have had him in my life and will miss him.
With fond memories,
Paul Burtis

Paul Burtis - December 06, 2021 at 10:13 PM

