Billy J. Elam
April 11, 1927 - December 11, 2020

Billy James Elam, 93, of Kennewick, WA, entered the loving presence of his Lord and
Savior on December 11, 2020. Bill was comforted and cared for by his loving daughters
and the nurses of Nuclear Care Partners. Bill died of natural causes. Bill was born April 11,
1927 to Frances Theodore (Ted) Elam and Winnie Ruth Elam(Thompson). Shortly after
his birth, his mom and dad separated. Billy and his mother moved in with Billy's beloved
grandfather, Papa. His six uncles held a loving and protective soft spot in their hearts for
both Winnie and Billy. There is a sweet picture of a two-year old Billy as he rides his little
red wagon; however, one of the wheels on the wagon is a bit unusual. The original wheel
had fallen off, so his doting uncles removed a fly-wheel pully off an old well and used it as
the replacement wheel on Billy's beloved red wagon so he would continue to experience
some joy each day. Bill dropped out of high school his junior year to join the Navy during
WWII. His two motives were to see the world and send the bulk of his check to his mother
so she could purchase a home. He ended up in the remote islands of the South Pacific.
Bill rejoined the Navy for a second tour of duty hoping once again to see the world;
however, he was assigned to the same location! It would be years before he would obtain
his GED and attend college. After his discharge he returned to Duncan, OK, and met the
love of his life, Patricia Ann Hixon. It was her visibility in the movie ticket booth which
caught Bill's eye and his heart. Bill and Patt married in April of 1950 after knowing each
other only two weeks. It was a love that endured, and they joyfully celebrated their
70thWedding Anniversary on April 29, 2020. Bill was a self-made man in the truest sense.
He bought a welding machine and set it up in his backyard and taught himself how to
weld, obtained his journeyman welder card and began working in the nuclear industry.
Each child was born on a different nuclear project. He would laugh and say that we gave
"nuclear family" new meaning! Bill decided that the Hanford Reservation would provide
stable employment and they would remain in the Pacific Northwest till all his children
graduated. It was during this time he joined Kennewick Baptist Church. He soon became
the choir director and remained in the position for 12 years. He served the church as a
Sunbeam leader, Sunday Schoolteacher, Youth leader, Training Union teacher, Sunday
School Superintendent, Church Treasurer, and Deacon for 50+ years. True to his word,
the family remained in the Pacific Northwest and as soon as their youngest child

graduated, he went back on the road consulting on nuclear projects all throughout the
United States. He retired when his first great grandson, Elam James Blackwell was born.
He and Patricia moved to Dallas, TX to care for Elam James for three years. Bill's greatest
heartache was being preceded in death by his eldest child and only son, James L. Elam.
His greatest joy was finally receiving his GED and graduating with his granddaughter,
Hailey from Columbia Basin College. He loved meeting her in the Student Union to buy
her a hot chocolate between classes, and after two years they walked together at
graduation. He was amazed and thrilled by his ever-growing family, and could often be
heard to say, "There isn't an ugly one in the bunch!" Bill is survived by three daughters:
Susan (Rob) Mills, Karyn (Kerry) Kost, Patricia (Glenn) Barling; six grandchildren: Heather
(Ben) Blackwell, Hailey (Derek) White, Shadrach (Rowan) MacDonald, AJ (Danise)
Barling, Leatha (Justin) Hall, Hannah (Jonathan) Tedeschi; and 16great-grandchildren. In
lieu of flowers, the family suggests a tribute donation to the church's building fund, as
maintaining the physical church structure was a ministry close to Bill's heart. COVID
restrictions prescribed a small service which was held in his honor at Kennewick Baptist
Church with Rev. Dustin Hall presiding. Bill will be interred next to Patricia Ann, and their
son, James, in Duncan, OK. The family would like to thank the caregivers of Nuclear Care
Partners and Heart links Hospice and Palliative Care for their care and dedication to our
father in his last days.

Comments

“

Papa was a very kind, warm-hearted and helpful with a God-Fearing Loving heart
and with a great sense of humor. It was a wonderful memory for me to live with Mo
and Papa. Papa went to college with me everyday. He was always cheerful and treat
me like his own daughter. Papa was such a wonderful dad that I really admire him.
He and Mo both had a beautiful heart that took care of me. I am very grateful for all
your families. You are forever in my heart.
Helen

Helen Wong - December 29, 2020 at 10:14 PM

“

I am glad that Papa had a full life. When I met Bill, he was such a nice and funny guy.
I only know Bill for only a few years but when I visit him, he is such a nice guy and
fun to be around. He had so much love around his heart. He took us to places to eat
when i visited him.I wanted to play golf with him next time when i visited.
Papa- I am going to miss your sense of humor and loving heart. Have a fun time
singing praises to Jesus. We will soon meet up again.
Herb

Herbert Wong - December 28, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

I'm glad to see that Mr. Elam had a full rewarding life.
I went to school with his son Jim Elam. I attended Kennewick Baptist Church with
Jim. Jim was a drummer in the stage band. Then he went to school upon graduation
in Texas.
At that time in my life, it was not a common courtesy to acknowledge loss of loved
ones, I wasn't grown up enough.
I just want the family to know there are people around that have fond memories of
the Elam's.
Dave Davis

Dave Davis - December 24, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

Bill and Patt were like another set of grandparents to me. They always had the best
smiles, and they never failed to make you feel special. Despite being well advanced
in age, they were both very feisty. Patt had the best and most dry sense of humor.
And Bill, bless his heart, always lost her on Sunday mornings in the fellowship time.
He’d say things like “She’s so old. How does she disappear?” I’d then tell Patt what
he said about her being old after we found her. And she’d promptly smack him and
tell him she was younger than himself. They were such wonderful people. And even
though this is Bills page, it only feels right to talk about Patt too. They were
inseparable.

Aiden Hall - December 24, 2020 at 09:36 PM

“

I cannot begin to pick a favorite memory of Bill. I was in his Sunday school class,
choir and had the privilege of sitting in the pew in front of Bill and Patt for many
years. Their love and affection for myself and my boys will never be forgotten. There
are many reasons I called them my “Kennewick parents.” My heart and prayers go
out to the family. Heaven has gained two beautiful singing angels!

Kathleen Davis - December 17, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

My name is Eugene Brumfield and I was in Bills Sunday morning Bible class along
with Pat when I lived in Kennewick. I’m soo sorry to hear of their passing, they were
a super God fearing couple. I loved them dearly, but they are home now with Jesus.

Eugene Brumfield - December 17, 2020 at 12:18 AM

