Bill Ray Mercer
September 17, 1942 - March 6, 2020

Bill Ray Mercer, after a valiant fight with cancer, passed away peacefully at his home on
March 6, 2020 with his family at his side to return to live with his Heavenly Father.
Bill was born on September 17, 1942 in Denver, Colorado. He was the oldest of 3 children
and was raised in Kennewick, Washington by his mother, Faye Evelyn Selle, and his
adopted father, Raymond Mercer. He graduated from Kennewick High School in 1960. Bill
was a veteran of the United States Air Force where he served for 4 years. He attended
college at Washington State University and received a Bachelor's degree in Economics in
1970. During his time at college, he met his eternal companion Karen Paulson. They
married on June 12, 1971 in Kennewick, Washington, and were later sealed for time and
eternity in the Salt Lake Temple in October 1973. They had four children whom he loved
very much. Bill and Karen were married for 39 years before she passed away from breast
cancer in 2010.
Bill joined the Kennewick Police Department in 1971 where he served as a police officer
for 21 years. After his retirement from the police force, he went back to school to become
a Health Physics Technician. He worked in the Hanford area for 10 years.
Bill was a faithful member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Bill served
in many church callings and loved to serve others. Bill enjoyed fishing, camping,
NASCAR, motorcycle rides, racing go-karts, working in his yard and spending time with
his children and grandchildren.
Bill remarried on November 22, 2014 to Rosa. They split their time between Kennewick
and Seattle. They enjoyed traveling to Arizona, going to the farmers' market and attending
Mariners' games.
Bill is survived by his wife Rosa; his children: Elizabeth (Kevin) Kelly; Fred (Brittany)
Mercer; Arin (Gary) Long; and Keith (Erin) Mercer. Grandchildren: Karissa, Dalin, Mitchell
Kelly; Ashton, Rori, Gage, Jaxson Mercer; Fisher, Alivia, Finn Long; and Audrey, Connor
Murphy. Sibling: Penny (Arnie) Loraas; and aunts, uncles, nieces and cousins.
For those who wish to attend, a family greeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March
14, 2020 at Mueller's Tri-Cities Funeral Home at 1401 South Union in Kennewick. The
funeral service will directly follow at 11 a.m.

Events
MAR
14

Reception

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Mueller's Tri-Cities Funeral Home
1401 S. Union Street, Kennewick, WA, US, 99338

MAR
14

Funeral Ceremony

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Mueller's Tri-Cities Funeral Home
1401 S. Union St., Kennewick, WA, US, 99338

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Mueller Funeral Homes - March 10 at 01:57 PM

“
“

He was such a wonderful person.
Kevin - March 10 at 04:30 PM

I never had the chance to meet your Dad, but I understand your grief. I remember when my
Dad went to live with God it was very traumatic for me as we were quite close. The beauty
is you can always be with your Dad because of the wonderful memories you have of him. I
look forward to seeing my Dad when it is my time to leave this world and maybe I will get to
meet your Father then as well.
Stuart Bracken - March 10 at 08:24 PM

“

Thank you for sharing such a beautiful video with us. Your dad was so handsome and had
such a warm smile. I know he was special because he raised a daughter like you Elizabeth!
I am blessed to have known him and your beautiful mom and am grateful to them both for
the wonderful example they are to us all. Your dad made this world beautiful!
Elona Livingston - March 10 at 10:20 PM

“

What fond memories we have of your family in the "old" neighborhood. We were so
fortunate to have been able to share that part of life with you and your mom and dad.
Over the last few years we always enjoyed catching up with your dad when he drove by or
was out doing some weeding. :)
Please know you have been in our thoughts and prayers this past week.
Sincerely, Steve & Debbie McKinnon
Debbie Steve - March 10 at 10:38 PM

“

I worked with "Mr. Mercer" at Kennewick Police (I was a matron/dispatcher) in the
early 1970's for a couple years. Even though the time was short, I knew him to be a
fine officer who was helpful to me when I needed it. He was calm, friendly & always
willing to answer my questions or help me with the public who came to the police
desk requesting to speak to an officer. I'm sorry to his family & know you will miss his
daily presence but knowing what a good man he was will be with you forever.
SHANNON OWENS ZIEGLER

Shannon Owens Ziegler - March 13 at 10:39 AM

“

Bill was a wonderful person and a friend. He touched the lives of so many people
and will be missed by this community RIP
John Hodge

John Hodge - March 12 at 11:38 AM

“

I will forever be grateful for Bill and Karen Mercer. What a gift they gave me through
the loving friendship and sisterhood of their beautiful daughter Elizabeth.
I met Bill on a few occasions at various sporting events where his grandson Dalin
played with, and sometimes against my son. His heart for his family was evident in
his words and actions. Karissa, Dalin and Mitchell are such beautiful legacy’s that will
continue to honor and bear fruit in the years and generations to come.
Love, Blessings, Hugs and Kisses to All
I love you Mercer Family!

Faith Ho - March 10 at 10:33 PM

“

54 files added to the album LifeTributes

Mueller Funeral Homes - March 10 at 01:41 PM

